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all ]io ooiild to prevent the war, but now that ifc was upon us ifc was the duty of all patriotic people to make it a success, that, ho approved all that had been done by Mr. Lincoln, of whom ho spoke in high terms of praise. I believe he was sincere in the opinions he then expressed, and know of nothing said or done by him since that time that could create a doubt of his sincerity.
About the middle of June the command of General Patterson moved slowly to Chamborsbm-g, where ifc remained several days under constant drill, then to Hagerstown and to the village of Williamsport on the Potomac.   While at the latter place General  Sherman, who had  been at Washington and received his commission as colonel of the 13th United States infantry, then being recruited, came to visit me at my lodgings in a country tavern,     lie then met, for the first time in many years his old classmate, Colouol, aftonvards Major-General, GVorgo If. Thomas, who then commanded a regular regiment   of   tho  United  States   army  in  the   force  under  the command  of General Patterson.     The conversation of  these two o/licors, who wore to be so intimately associated in great events in tho future, was very interesting.   They got a big map of tho United States, spread it on the floor, and on their hands and kncos discussed tho probable salient strategic places of tho war.    They singled out Richmond, Yicksburg, Nashville, Knoxvillo and Chattanooga.    To me it has always appeared strange that they wore able confidently and correctly to designate tho linos of operations and strategic points of a war not yet commenced, and more strange still tliafc they should be leading actors in great battles at the places designated by them at this country tavern.
Tho next day General Thomas crossed the river into Virginia, but the order was soon countermanded, it is said, by General Scott, and General Thomas returned to the north bank of the Potomac.   General Sherman returned to Washington to drill his raw troops for the battle of Bull Run.   I soon after returned by stage to Frederick, Maryland, to take my seat in the Senate, Congress having been convened to meet in special session on the 4th of July.war. lie said he had doneand nf (In* go\Mrmn\    A  liKu pu
